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Hawthorne prefers fruit and meat.

Huckleberry loves fish, red meat and apples. 

But when you’re caring for two growing grizzly bear cubs, the biggest 
challenge is just keeping them fed.

“They play hard and eat a lot,” said bear keeper Angela Gibson, who’s been 
looking after the cubs nearly full-time since they arrived in August. The pair 
keep Gibson and fellow keeper Haley Withers extremely busy.

Each cub is around 11 months old, born last winter and orphaned while still 
young.

Hawthorne, a chocolate-brown cub from Alaska, was found near Nome and 
cared for by staff at Alaska Zoo until he could travel to his new home at 
Northwest Trek. The buff-colored Huckleberry was discovered on Blackfeet 
Nation lands in Montana and cared for by Montana Wild staff.

The cubs made their public debut in September, and have been getting to 
know each other and their new home. 

They are the first grizzly bear cubs at Northwest Trek in the wildlife park’s 43-
year history. A 2014 Metro Parks Tacoma bond issue paid for most of the nearly 
$600,000 cost to completely renovate the 25-year-old grizzly bear habitat. 

Continued on page 2

Go Wild with 
Gift Ideas 
Gift cards for these experiences can 
make your shopping easy.

Membership: A family membership 
for two adults and legal dependents, 
ages 3–18, costs just $145. The 
price is the same for a grandparent 
membership that includes two adults 
and up to five grandchildren.

Keeper Adventure Tours: Family and 
friends will want to hop aboard our 
specially equipped Jeep for an off-
road trip through the Free-Roaming 
Area that gets guests closer to the 
animals than ever before.

Photo Tours: Photographers can 
set up their gear on a special Free-
Roaming Area tram tour that allows 
them to photograph magnificent 
animals in a natural environment.

Continued on page 3

Orphaned grizzly bear cubs 
make themselves at home
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Bears Continued from page 1 

Northwest Trek has a long history of caring for grizzly bears, telling the story 
of their endangered status in Washington and advocating for their return to 
the North Cascades.

“We expect these two grizzly bears to inspire generations of our guests,” said 
Zoological Curator Marc Heinzman. “They will be incredible ambassadors for 
their species. We are pleased that we were able to provide them with a home.”

First by themselves, then together, the cubs have had a blast exploring. 
Hawthorne is playful, picking up branches, digging in moss and climbing 
his favorite perch—a 100-year-old cedar that Trek horticulturalist Jake Pool 
cantilevered over the pool. Huckleberry, meanwhile, is more focused on 
bear behaviors like foraging for food and climbing trees, although he loves 
splashing in the pool’s waterfall.

After a couple of hours of hard playing, though, the cubs are ready for lunch 
and a nap.

“You can just see the energy change,” Gibson says. “They’ll be running all 
around, then suddenly sit down like—‘Right. I’m done.’”

Attitude: Extremely curious
Favorite food: Fruit and meat
Favorite place: The log over the pool
Likes: Playing with things (including 
his paws)
Keeper says: “He’s just a goofball. He 
can play with anything.”

Gift ideas Continued from p. 1 

Flip for Zip Wild: Thrill-seekers will 
flip for a chance to soar through the 
Northwest Trek tree canopy on a Zip 
Wild zip line/challenge course.

To buy gift cards for Northwest Trek 
admission tickets, programs or Zip 
Wild adventures, call Jeri Burgess 
at 360-832-7166 or email her at 
holiday@nwtrek.org. To buy gift 
cards for memberships, call Jeannie 
Marsh at 360-832-7170 or email her 
at holiday@nwtrek.org.

Four new goat kids are at home roaming 
Northwest Trek’s forests and meadows 
Trek staff share expertise in translocation of mountain 
goats from Olympics to Cascades
Four mountain goat kids—two females and two males—are settling in to the 
expanses of Northwest Trek’s 435-acre Free-Roaming Area.

They were among young goats who could not be paired with a known nanny 
during a recent multi-agency operation to translocate non-native goats from 
Olympic National Park to their historic home in the Cascade Mountains.

“We are delighted we were able to provide a great home in our Free-Roaming 
Area for these goat kids,” said Northwest Trek Deputy Director Rick Dietz. “I am 
very proud of our staff for stepping up to help the National Park Service, U.S. 
Forest Service and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife in this effort.”

A team from Northwest Trek worked in collaboration with staff from Woodland 
Park Zoo and Oregon Zoo to help with the translocation and find zoo homes 
for kids whose mothers could not be located. Northwest Trek took in a total 
of six kids—four of which will remain at the wildlife park. The other two are 
moving to other zoos.

The Trek team included veterinarian Dr. Allison Case, Veterinary Technician Sara 
Dunleavy, Head Keeper Ed Cleveland and Free-Roaming Area Keeper Dave 
Meadows. 

Case and Dunleavy set up a makeshift veterinary clinic on Hurricane Ridge so 
they could examine the goat kids, provide any necessary medical care, get 
blood samples, perform other routine tests and give them ear tags.

Cleveland and Meadows, with deep knowledge of mountain goats and other 
hooved animals, provided valuable assistance to staff members from other 
agencies. Altogether, 98 mountain goats were translocated from Olympic 
National Park to the Cascades. The total included 11 kids released into the 
Cascades with their nannies.

“Northwest Trek is known throughout the region for its conservation of native 
Northwest species,” Dietz said. “We were happy to lend our expertise to this 
project. We expect these four kids to live in our Free-Roaming Area for many 
years and know our guests will learn more about the species from them.”

Excitement is soaring—
Eagle Passage is coming 
in 2019—and you can help
Eagle Passage, a timbered home 
to several bald eagles, is due to 
open at Northwest Trek in 2019. The 
stunning walk-through habitat will  
feature wonderful views of birds that 
cannot be released to the wild and 
information that tells the story of the 
species’ return from near-extinction.

About our grizzly 
bear cubs

You can help. The Northwest Trek 
Foundation is raising funds to support 
this world-class exhibit. Donate online 
at nwtrekfoundation.org; or contact 
Development Manager Tyra Larson 
at tyra.larson@nwtrek.org or 360-
832-7165. Individual gifts of $1,000 or 
more will be recognized on a donor 
wall near the exhibit.

Hawthorne

Huckleberry
Attitude: “Bear-y” focused
Favorite food: Loves butternut squash
Favorite place: The pool, the trees, 
wherever he finds food
Likes: Swatting the waterfall, climbing 
trees
Keeper says: “He has a big appetite 
and is growing—he’ll eat anything.”

Huckleberry has a big appetite.

Hawthorne can play with anything.

Hawthorne plays in the pool.
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General Information 
360-832-6117 | nwtrek.org

Winter Hours
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays: 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Special Closures
Nov. 22, Dec. 24, Dec. 25

Special Openings
Dec. 26 – Jan. 1: 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily

JEANNIE MARSH, Membership Coordinator 
360-832-7170 | Jeannie.Marsh@nwtrek.org 

Northwest Trek, accredited by the Association of 
Zoos & Aquariums, is a 725-acre zoological park 
devoted to the display, interpretation, research and 
conservation of North American native wildlife. 

Connect with us: 

WILD REWARDS
Northwest Trek 
membership has its 
privileges—and they are 

Thank You to our Community Partners

Coming up
PHOTO TOURS 
Dec. 8, Dec. 16, March 3 & April 6
Just $65 per Member; $70 per Non-member
Moose, elk, bison and other animals are ready 
for their closeups. Special tram tours give 
photographers excellent views of our animals. 
Go to nwtrek.org for reservation details.

KIDS ’N’ CRITTERS
Feb. 16, 17 & 18, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Up to four kids are admitted free with each 
paying adult on Presidents’ Day Weekend.

SUPER GIRL SCOUT DAY
April 27, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Plan now to set aside this exciting day for your 
Daisies, Brownies, Juniors and Cadettes to 
have fun exploring Northwest Trek, complete 
badge requirements and earn a special 
Northwest Trek patch along the way. Watch 
for 2019 registration information at nwtrek.org.

WINTER WILDLAND | Dec. 29 & 30
Put some wild in your holiday season. Come watch our animals 
enjoy winter-themed treats and other enrichments.

about to get even better. Look for our 
new Wild Rewards program coming soon.


